
BRANCHES  

A Publication of Muskegon County Cooperating Churches 

Convening the Community of Faith 

to serve the needs of the people of Muskegon County for over 70 years. 

Vol. 39, No. 4                            July-August Issue                                  2020                                    

BRANCHES is published 6 times a year by Muskegon County Cooperating Churches (MCCC)  

120 W. Apple Avenue, Muskegon 49440 

Phone:  231-727-6000               E-mail: office.mccc@frontier.com 

Office Closed Temporarily-call or email and we will return your call or respond to your email. 

MCCC is a non-profit ecumenical organization serving all faith congregations in Muskegon County 

 

MCCC Board for 2020 

Paul Emick - President 

Prince of Peace 

Rev. Lucinda Barnum-Steggerda – Vice President  

First Congregational UCC  

Rev. Tim VanderHaar - Treasurer 

First Congregational UCC 

Thomas Wagner - Clerk 

Muskegon Church of the Brethren 

Judy Clark-Ochs  

First Congregational UCC   

Jack Otteren 

Mobile Pantry Supervisor 

Delores L. Cole 

Mt. Zion COGIC 

Douglas Hughes 

Williams/Hughes Attorneys 

Rev. Jane Mountain 

Harbor of Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Rev. John Parker 

Mt. Herman Zion Baptist Church 

Toni Garcia 

Prince of Peace 

Angela Gassman 

First Baptist Church 

Pastor Andre  McxClanahan 

Emmanuel Tabernacle COGIC 

David Gassman 

First Baptist Church 

Rev. Lily Marx 

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 

What’s Happening at Cooperating 

Churches? 

 
Membership Drive 

Letter in this issue 

Membership Partnership with the Chamber  

of Commerce Information listed on page 4. 

 

Recovery Congregations: 

Educational Opportunities 

Support and Resources 

Call us. 231-727-6000. 

 

Mobile Food Pantries: 

Monthly Schedules on our website 

Opportunities to host mobiles at your church. 

All you need is a parking lot and 20 to 25   

Volunteers. 

Call  us. 231-727-6000. 
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Marching in Gratitude 
 

Muskegon’s Black Lives Matter march this past Pentecost Sunday was the largest demonstration I have ever 

witnessed during my 30 plus years in this area. Some reports estimated the gathering up to as many as 1,000 

people. That in itself was rather remarkable following nearly two months of physical distancing. That figure 

doesn’t include people who drove by on Apple Avenue offering support. A full throated public appeal for jus-

tice in the aftermath of the murders of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and too many others 

over the years was and continues to be necessary. 
 

I attended two events that day. Prior to the demonstration at the court house, there was a hastily organized 

prayer meeting at Hackley Park attended by a couple hundred people. I greatly appreciate that a couple of 

pastors took the initiative to create an opportunity for integrated public prayer prior to protest. It helped that 

the pastors made a point to make contact with the organizers of the main event to avoid any misunderstand-

ings about their purpose. I’m sure it contributed to the success of the day. I also have great appreciation for 

the leaders who organized the larger event at the court house. Group discipline can be difficult to manage in 

large crowds. In light of the epidemic participants were asked to wear masks and maintain physical distance. 

Most people did wear masks, though the distancing was a bit of a challenge. The organizers were wise to 

schedule a specific time to end the event. Though there were a few hangers on into the early evening, the vast 

majority of participants departed at the prescribed hour. I was a bit annoyed with the way Grand Rapids me-

dia focused on those who remained, appearing to anticipate violence to break out if they just waited long 

enough. Sheriff Poulin acted in good faith, addressing the crowd very respectfully with only four or five uni-

formed deputies on hand not wearing riot gear. It was an example of good community policing. 
 

Marching with our fellow citizens of color can be a meaningful act of love and solidarity. Public actions and 

declarations can help change public opinion and in turn public policy. Crises often motivate us to action. Yet 

too often we become distracted as the news cycle moves on, and issues of racial justice get ignored until an-

other crisis erupts. True change does not happen until it becomes part of our daily walk. We may publicly 

proclaim our faith at our baptism, but that commitment has to make a difference in our daily living for the 

rest of our lives. For many of us of European ancestry our commitment to racial justice may need to start with 

listening more to our black sisters and brothers and talking less. We have to be willing to lay down our white 

privilege. I march as an act of solidarity, but also with a sense of gratitude. 
 

The nonviolent strategies used by the Civil Rights Movement, in addition to making significant changes in 

American society, breathed new life into the peace witness of the Historic Peace Churches (Mennonites, 

Friends and Brethren among a few others). It helped move many of us from a quietist sectarian form of paci-

fism (traditionally called “nonresistance”) to more active civic engagement. The quietism of particularly the 

Mennonites and Brethren likely can be traced to the combination of persecution and lack of access to authori-

ties in their native continental Europe. Though early Quakers also experienced persecution in England, some 

of their leaders had access to Oliver Cromwell during the Commonwealth period and the Stuarts following 

the Restoration.  The nonviolent values of these groups came primarily from reading the teachings of Jesus. 

Leo Tolstoy and Mohandas K. Gandhi also drew directly from those teachings, and of course they were also 

in conversation with other faith traditions and each other. Though a few American academics and a few reli-

gious pacifists were paying attention to Gandhi’s work during his lifetime, it was really the African-American 

Church that introduced his ideas to the American public. Many traditionalists still shy away from nonviolent 

resistance. Others of us recognize this kind of civic engagement for peace and justice as a continuation of the 
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Membership letter 

In Romans 12 Paul wrote about living a life transformed by the God’s mercy, not molded by the values 

of the larger society. He gave concrete advice on how to live as part of a faith community and in con-

nection to the larger world. The final verse (v. 21) sums it up, “Do not be overcome by evil, but over-

come evil with good.” 
 

Tom Wagner is a former pastor in the Church of the Brethren (Dunker) and serves Muskegon County Cooperating Church-

es as clerk and archivist. He can be contacted at gleanertw@hotmail.com 
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We would not exist without your generous support. 

Contributions have been received during the last 2 

months from the following individuals, churches and 

organizations. 

 
 

Martha Giacobassi 
Bill Page 

First Congregational Church, UCC 
Sacred Heart Church 

First Presbyterian Church 
Peggy Jensen 
Gerald Nehra 

William and Avis Boelkins 
Thomas Tuori 

Church of the Brethren 
 

Save the Date 

 

 

 

2020 Crop Hunger Walk 

Muskegon CROP Walk planned for Oct. 4, 

2020.   

  Tim Breed will be this year's coordinator. 

 

Would you like to have a membership with 
the Chamber of Commerce for a discount? 
All you have to do is contact our office and 
ask. If you pay for a membership with the 

Muskegon County Cooperating Churches for 
$50 you can also apply for a membership 

with the Chamber of Commerce for $75. It is 
a wonderful offer and a huge savings. Plus, 
you get two annual memberships to two 

great organizations. Just call us for an appli-
cation. 

 

 

Muskegon County Cooperating Churches would 

love to hear from you. If you have something you 

would like to share, please e-mail us at: of-

fice.mccc@frontier.com or send it to us in the 

mail.  Please include pictures and/or your organi-

zational logo. Information is due into the office no 

later than August 21 if it is to be included in the 

next September-October issue.  

 


