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TITLE: Ten Commandments part 5

TEXT: Ex. 20:15-17; Jn. 8:31-32; James 4:1-4; Col. 3:13

INTRODUCTION: This morning we will wrap up our series on the Ten Commandments of God with the last three commands.

The eighth commandment seems pretty self-explanatory.

Ex. 20: 15“You shall not steal.

True story from the dim-witted criminals department: 

   A man walked into a convenience store, put a $20 bill on the counter and asked for change. When the clerk opened the drawer, the man pulled a gun and asked for all the cash in the register. 

   The man took the cash from the clerk and fled, leaving his $20 bill on the counter. 

   So how much did he get from the drawer? 

   Fifteen dollars.  Go figure.

This guy found out that crime truly doesn’t pay as does the next story…..

A man robbed a bank in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. In the commission of the crime he used a hand-me-down colt-45 that had once belonged to his great grandfather, and he got $6,000 from the robbery. When royal Canadian mounted police caught him and confiscated the gun, routinely they sent the gun to their laboratory where it was recognized as a collector's prize. This man didn’t have to rob a bank; he had a gun worth $100,000.

 Any thief knows that the easiest way to steal gasoline from a car is to siphon it from the other guy's tank into your own.  Stick a rubber hose in his gas tank, suck on the other end of the rubber hose until you get a mouth full of the gas, and then spit it out.  From then on the gasoline will flow from one tank to the other. 
 A thief decided to siphon gas from Dennis Quiggley's motor home in Seattle.  When Dennis, inside the motor home, heard the noises outside he investigated and discovered the thief curled upon the ground violently vomiting.  

Intending to suck up the contents of the gas tank the thief had put his hose into the wrong hole -- and had sucked up the contents of the sewage tank instead. The thief, a boy about 14 was not prosecuted; Dennis and the police agree that he has suffered enough.

The eight command, Thou shall not steal.
gaw-nab'
A primitive root; to thieve (literally or figuratively); by implication to deceive:—carry away, steal (away), get by stealth.
A few decades ago plans for a stealth bomber was started under development by the US military.

These stealth bombers were used very heavily when we went into Iraq to dislodge Sadam Hussein and free the Iraqi people. What makes the Stealth bomber so unique and effective is that its design allows it to deceive enemy radar and slip in unnoticed and undetected until it has dropped its payload and wreaked its destruction.

To steal is to thieve, to deceive, to get by stealth.
This is one command that comes without any qualifications.
 Though shall not steal---period!
In other words there is never any reason where stealing becomes legitimatized. 

Inevitably, when talking about stealing someone will pose the argument, well what if your children are starving and you steal food to feed them, wouldn’t that be a legitimate reason to steal?

By man’s reasoning, possibly, but By Gods absolute standard for righteous living---never!

One winter's night in 1935, it is told, Fiorello LaGuardia, the then mayor of New York City, showed up at a night court in the poorest ward of the city.  He dismissed the judge for the evening and took over the bench. 

 That night a tattered old woman, charged with stealing a loaf of bread, was brought before him.  She defended herself by saying, "My daughter's husband has deserted her.  She is sick, and her children are starving." 

   The shopkeeper refused to drop the charges, saying, "It's a bad neighborhood, your honor, and she's got to be punished to teach other people a lesson."  LaGuardia sighed.  He turned to the old woman and said, "I've got to punish you; the law makes no exceptions.  Ten dollars or ten days in jail." 

   However, even while pronouncing the sentence, LaGuardia reached into his pocket, took out a ten-dollar bill, and threw it into his hat with these famous words:  "Here's the ten-dollar fine, which I now remit, and furthermore, I'm going to fine everyone in the courtroom fifty cents for living in a town where a person has to steal bread so that her grandchildren can eat.  Mr. Bailiff, collect the fines and give them to the defendant." 

   The following day, a New York newspaper reported:  "Forty-seven dollars and fifty cents was turned over to a bewildered old grandmother who had stolen a loaf of bread to feed her starving grandchildren.  Making forced donations were a red-faced storekeeper, seventy petty criminals, and a few New York policemen."

  The theft wasn’t overlooked or excused yet mercy was administered, not in the place of justice but mercy was administered in the face of justice…
 With all of the tragedy that we saw in the southern Gulf States in the aftermath of hurricane Katrina, early on there were reports of rampant looting going on in the city of New Orleans.
 Many were appalled by the criminal behavior of the looters but there were also some who jumped right in to their defense.
 They used the same old argument…. But they were just doing it to survive, to feed their starving children!

 And then the TV would show people walking out of stores with literally everything that was not nailed down….

 It reminds me of a story…..

 A man named Raleigh shares how as a young black teen, he worked summers for a white grocer. He said, Albert Soud made me his unofficial butcher.

   One day a girl who lived with her single mom and four other kids in the apartment above us came into the store and asked for 25 cents-worth of baloney. The family was very poor, so I sliced about three times that much, wrapped it up, and wrote 25 cents on the package. When the girl took it to the cash register, Mr. Soud looked at the package and threw it on his own scale. He rolled his eyes at me, but said to the girl, "Twenty-five cents, please."

   After we closed, Mr. Soud said, "Raleigh, I work hard to try to make ends meet, and you defrauded me. I believe you were trying to help that young lady, but you helped her at my expense. Next time you want to help somebody, ask me, and I'll respond. But don't steal from me."

  He goes on to say:  Albert Soud was sensitive to the reason for my action, and unwilling to embarrass me in front of the girl. He'd talked to me with respect, like a father to his son. I developed a real love for that man.

 A couple questions arise……

#1.It is easy to be merciful and gracious and giving when it cost us nothing personally….

#2. Would we still be as gracious and merciful and giving if it is us paying the price of that grace and mercy…. 

 One of the Wal Mart managers in New Orleans actually opened the doors to his store and invited people to come in and take whatever they needed……

Stealing, regardless of the reason or the circumstances is always wrong for a child of God.
Yet stealing is probably a lot more prominent within the Church today then we would like to believe…

 We fail to report something on our income tax forms or report something incorrectly and we have broken the 8th commandment.
We fudge a little on our time card at work and we have stolen time from our employer and we have broken the 8th commandment….

(Example: Dahls paid wages on the ¼ hour  after 7 minutes…Punch in 8 min early and out 8 min late and you steal ½  hour per day)

 Have a cashier give you the wrong change, she gives you a ten dollar bill instead of the five dollar bill that is correct and say nothing about it, you have not just shown a lack of integrity but you have just stolen five dollars from that store.

 A man or a woman of integrity and honesty will never take anything that doesn’t belong to them.
  The minute that we do we are no longer a person of integrity and honesty but we become a thief by Gods definition of what a thief is..

  During his time as a rancher, Theodore Roosevelt and one of his cowpunchers lassoed a maverick steer, lit a fire, and prepared the branding irons. The part of the range they were on was claimed by Gregor Lang, one of Roosevelt's neighbors. According to the cattleman's rule, the steer therefore belonged to Lang. As his cowboy was about to apply the brand, Roosevelt said, "Wait, it should be Lang's brand."

   The cowboy said "That's all right boss,".

Roosevelt said,  "But you're putting on my brand".

   "That's right," said the man.

   "Drop that iron," Roosevelt demanded, "and get back to the ranch and get out. I don't need you anymore. A man who will steal for me will steal from me."

 It was probably this kind of integrity that was largely responsible for placing Theodore Roosevelt in the White House as president of the United States.
Gods command is simple, you shall not steal!

The ninth command…

Ex. 20: 16“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

This command as well sounds pretty simple and straightforward…. Yet many will take this command totally out of context.
 A boy visited his aunt, who reprimanded him for telling a fib. "Do you know," she warned, "what happens to little boys who tell fibs?"

   "No, what, Aunty?" he asked.

  "Well," she said, "there is a man up in the moon, a little green man with just one eye, who sweeps down in the middle of the night and flies away to the moon with little boys who tell lies and makes them pick up sticks all the rest of their lives. Now you won't tell lies any more, will you, for it's awfully, awfully naughty."

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

This speaks of telling a non-truth about someone in a negative context.

Let’s look at the word structure…

 The Hebrew word used for bear or give is:
aw-naw'
A primitive root; properly to eye or (generally) to heed, that is, pay attention; give account, afflict speak, testify, utter, (bear) witness..
The Hebrew used here for false is:

sheh'-ker
From H8266; an untruth; by implication a sham (often adverbially):—without a cause, deceit (-ful), false (-hood, -ly), , liar, + lie, lying, wrongfully.
 The word for testimony or witness used is:

ayd
From H5749 contracted; concretely a witness; abstractly testimony; specifically a recorder,:—witness.

A literal translation would be we are not to testify falsely or speak a deception against our neighbor.

The word against here is important because I believe it is what puts the command in its primary context.
Speaking an untruth against. Or speaking deceptive and untrue words that will bring harm to someone else.
When talking about the ninth command some will try to make it fit any untruth for any reason. In other words we must be 100 painfully honest even if that honesty becomes a hurtful thing to someone else.

 Now sometimes we do need to be painfully honest with other people because what they may be doing is harmful to themselves or others around them or in their relationship with God.

But sometimes our honesty can be cruel and even un-Christ like if it has no positive effect…

Let me give you an example:

 You have a friend who is poor and has very low self-esteem. You invite them out to dinner at a nice restaurant and when you go to pick them up they have put on the nicest cloth’s that they own but you think that they look terrible, maybe even silly in the cloths that they are wearing.

You know that these are probably the best cloths that they have and they may ask you how they look, how will you respond?

Will you say what you really feel, will you be 100% honest with them? 
Tell them that they look terrible and silly and risk hurting their feelings and embarrassing them or will you tell them they look good in order to spare their feelings and go ahead and go to the restaurant?

If we think that we are upholding the ninth command by being painfully truthful to them in this situation then I believe we have taken the command out of its context and have not furthered the cause of Christ with our truthfulness.
If your grandmother gives you a present for your birthday and you don’t like it and have absolutely no use for it, but you know that she put a lot of thought in the gift and maybe even spent money that she should have used for something else, maybe some medication that she needs, and she ask you how you liked the gift how would you respond?
Would you be 100% truthful? Would you say, well, grandma, I really don’t like the gift you gave me, I actually have no use for the gift; it was rather silly and un-useful but thank you anyway?

If you would have been that painfully honest to my grandmother, and I would probably have been as painfully honest with you as I slapped you up on the side of the head!

Do you think that is the kind of honesty God had in mind when He gave the command?

The command talks about speaking falsely against ones neighbor….. Bearing false testimony against someone else! Speaking falsely about someone to bring them harm!

Or speaking falsely about ourselves to elevate us above others or speaking falsely for some kind of personal gain! 

As Christians we have been called to be a people of honesty and truth! We have also been called to be a people of kindness and compassion!

John 8:31 - 32 (NIV) 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Jesus is the truth that we are to embrace and it is His truth that is to be manifest in our lives..
The truth of Christ may at times be painful but it will never be offensive or hurtful!

Our truthfulness is one of the most effective and attractive parts of our witness of Christ to the world in which we live.
The tenth command is:

Ex. 20: 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

 You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor…
 Either his house or his wife of his servants or his livestock or anything else that belongs to him.
What does it mean to covet?

Covet == khaw-mad'

A primitive root; to delight in:— covet, desire, goodly, lust, (be) pleasant (thing), precious (thing).

We are not to delight in or desire anything that belongs to someone else..
  One day Abraham Lincoln was walking down the street with two small boys who were both crying loudly. A neighbor passing by inquired, "What's the matter, Abe? Why all the fuss?" Lincoln responded, "The trouble with these lads is what's wrong with the world; one has a nut and the other wants it!"

   Covetousness is one of mankind's greatest sins. When giving the law, God specifically spoke against this wicked tendency. In fact, inordinate desire was one of man's first offenses. Remember Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden?  There was a tree that was forbidden and man gravitated to that tree and coveted its forbidden fruit..
 Covetousness is what started King David down the pathway to destruction when he desired for himself another man’s wife.
 It was a heart of covetousness within the heart of  King Herod that caused him to issue the decree to have all the children under two years of age to be killed after the birth of Jesus the messiah.
Coveting the respect of the people is what led the Pharisees in Jesus day to be more concerned with how they appeared to be on the outside then what they were on the inside. It was their coveting of Christ popularity that caused them to seek His death on the cross.
 And covetousness in one thing that describes our world today!
 We all have done it and yet it has been called the sin no one commits!

 One catholic priest declared that in over 50 years of hearing confessions, not one person had ever confessed committing this sin.
A minister once said that in over 20 years of leading prayer meetings no one has ever mentioned it.
Covetousness is a root sin, a sin committed in the heart that can lead to other sins committed outwardly…

King David first committed the sin of coveting another man’s wife and it lead to the sin of adultery and then the sin of murder.
You can see covetousness everywhere in our culture today. Advertisers pray on our lack for their financial gain.                                                                           Advertising is one of the primary catalysts for envy. In the United States alone, the advertising industry spends six billion dollars a day. The result is that envy is pervasive, and far too many of us live in a perpetual state of longing.

Be honest, how many times have you just been sitting there watching television and a commercial comes on for a product, that if you had not seen the commercial, you would probably had never had went out and bought it.

Or a neighbor goes out and buys a new car and that is the catalyst that gets you to go out and buy a new car!

Our covetous attitude is even displayed on the bumper stickers of the cars that we drive.
“Born to Shop”  “Whoever dies with the most toys wins”

James wars us about the danger of covetousness… 

James 4:1 - 4 (NIV) 1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you?  2You want something but don’t get it.  You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.  3When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 4You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  
So what is the cure for covetousness?
Colossians 3:1 - 3 (NIV) 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

We need to replace our covetousness with contentment and our greed with gratitude.                We need to continually set our hearts and minds on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
 Set our minds, not on the things of this world that scripture says are perishing and passing away, but set them on things that relate to God and His eternal Kingdom.

This morning are you committed to be a man or a woman of honesty and integrity?

Are you committed to be a person of truth? A witness of Christ truth in the world in which you live?

And is your heart set on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God? Things that will endue throughout eternity?
God has called us to be holy as He is holy.. He has given us His Word and things such as the 10 Commandments and the Gospels to help us know how we can do just that.

The Ten Commandments are meant, not to be burdensome to us but to show us how we draw closer the Him. Becoming more and more like Him as we heed their message.

 They, as all of God’s Word are a great blessing of God to His people.
Do you see them as the great blessing that they are?

