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TITLE: A Mighty Fortress  

TEXT: Ps.46:1-11; Eph. 2:8-9; Ro. 10:9-10; Ps. 30:4,

Ps. 149:1, 147:7; 1 Pet. 5:8; Jn. 10:10; 1 Jn 4:4;

Phil. 4:13; Jn. 1:1-4; Mt. 4:2-11; Heb. 4:12; Ephe. 6:13-18; Phil 3:12-14

INTRODUCTION: I have heard it said as a pastor that if you ever find yourself struggling for sermon material then just go to the Hymnal. And how true that is. The old Hymns that fill this Hymnbook are a storehouse of theology….

The other day I was listening to Steve Green singing A Mighty Fortress is our God.

 In this particular recording Steve Green sings it without background music…All that you hear is the clarity of his dynamic voice….

And when the song was finished I felt like I had just heard a mini sermon. In fact I had….

 What I had just listened to was in fact a paraphrase of Psalm 46.

Psalms 46:1-11 ( NIV ) 1    God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble
 2    Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3    though its waters roar and foam
    and the mountains quake with their surging.
Selah
4    There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells.
5    God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.
6    Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
    he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
7    The LORD Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Selah
8    Come and see the works of the LORD,
    the desolations he has brought on the earth.
9    He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth;
    he breaks the bow and shatters the spear,
    he burns the shields  with fire.
10    “Be still, and know that I am God;
    I will be exalted among the nations,
    I will be exalted in the earth.”
11    The LORD Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Selah 

 October 31, 1517, is perhaps the most important day in protestant Church history.

 This was the day that Martin Luther, an Augustinian monk and a professor of theology, posted on the doors of the Cathedral of Wittenberg, Germany, his 95 theses (complaints) against the teachings and practices of the medieval Roman Church.

 With this event, the 16th century Protestant Reformation was formally born….

 The Protestant Reformation movement was built on three main tenets:

1. The re-establishment of the Scriptures

2.  Clarifying the means of Salvation

3. The restoration of congregational singing.

Up to this time the priest were the only ones who had access to the Word of God.  The common person had absolutely no access to Scripture…They were totally at the mercy of the priesthood for God’s Word…

 Luther wanted to get Scripture into everyone’s hands (and hearts) so the first tenant of the reformation was to re-establish the Scriptures so that not just a very select few had access to them.

 The means of salvation had become difficult and confusing.. The Church had so many hoops to jump through that it’s a wonder anyone could have been saved under their teachings….

 So the second tenant of the Reformation was to clarify the means of salvation…..

Ephesians 2:8-9 ( NIV )  8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 

Romans 10:9-10 ( NIV ) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 
 This is the simplicity and clarity of salvation!

 The Church before the reformation allowed no singing by the congregation..
 Can you imagine going to Church today and not being allowed to express your worship and praise and love of God vocally?

 The third tenant of the Reformation was to restore congregational singing..

Psalms 30:4 ( NIV ) 4    Sing to the LORD, you saints of his; praise his holy name.


Psalms 149:1 ( NIV ) 1    Praise the LORD. 

    Sing to the LORD a new song,
    his praise in the assembly of the saints.

Psalms 147:7 ( NIV ) 7    Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;     make music to our God on the harp.
 A mighty Fortress was written and composed by Martin Luther sometime between 1527-1529.

 It is generally believed to have been written for the Diet of Spires in 1529 when the term Protestant was first used. 
 The hymn became the great rallying cry of the Reformation.
 I want to scripturally dissect and digest this great old hymn this morning…

 Each stanza contains great and wonderful Scriptural truths…

 A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal. 

 Two important theological truths are stated here and we will address the latter first..

 For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal. 

God’s word says this about the great enemy of mankind, Satan,,

1 Peter 5:8 ( NIV ) 8--Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
John 10:10 ( NIV ) 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 

 Scripture also speaks of Satan as a powerful entity… and in comparison to man there is none on earth equal to him.

 And without divine intervention and help from God we would all be dead meat or the lions bait in his hands…..

 So now we go the first theological truth found in Luther’s great old hymn…

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
 Our God is a mighty fortress!                                       In Pslam 46:7 the word used for fortress is:                           mis-gawb'   properly a cliff (or other lofty or inaccessible place); figuratively a refuge; —defense, high fort (tower)
 Our God is our mighty fortress! A place of refuge that is impenetrable to the enemy!

And our God is a Bulwark never failing!

Bulwark =a solid wall-like structure raised for defense : RAMPART  b : BREAKWATER, SEAWALL 2 : a strong support or protection.

 Again, in Christ we have a wall of protection that stands against the enemy!

And amid the flood of mortal ills—He (God) is prevailing!

Do we really understand the power that God has given us as Christians?

 God is not an external force to us but He is an internal force that we can rely on..
1 John 4:4 (KJV) greaterG3187 is he that is in you, thanG2228 he that is in the world.

G2889Luther’s second stanza reinforces this Scriptural truth!
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.

 Whenever we strive to stand in our own strength against the enemy of our soul it is almost guaranteed that we will lose that battle.
 The only way that we stand and rise victorious against the enemy is if we take our stand in Christ..
Philippians 4:13 ( NIV ) 13I can do everything through him who gives me strength.

What this verse is telling us is that if it is in our own strength that we confide, our striving would be losing..
 But if we have the right man on our side, The Lord Jesus Christ, than we can do all things! Stand against all things! Be victorious over all things!


 The next Stanza of Luther’s Hymn…

 And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us:
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him.

 If one thing is certain today it is that this world is filled with devils… All we have to do is look at the social and political climate in America today and that fact is greatly apparent..

 Abortion on demand…As a nation we have condoned and even sanctioned the murder of our most innocent and vulnerable citizenry…Our unborn children…. Over 60 million to date have been lain at the demonic alter of abortion.….

 People living sexually perverse and immoral lifestyles and are striving, with much success, to get civil rights status for their sexual perversions….

 It has come to the point where some states are even caving in to their perverse demands and making same sex marriage legal and sanctioned by the state..

 Even pedophiles are in the early stages of trying to normalize their behavior and striving to make it acceptable… They are probably where the gay movement was 25 years ago.. 

 Drug abuse is rampant in our cities…Hard core Pornography is available to any home that has a computer and it has gotten to the place where one slip of a key in entering a web address and you may very well find yourself arriving at a porn site….

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us…

 The enemy and his demonic minions are working overtime in America today threatening to undo us as a nation….

 But the good news for us as believers is:

We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us:
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him.
If Satan ever tries to hinder your walk with the Lord by reminding you of your past just remind Him of his future!

All too often we have a tendency to look at each battle that we face independently, by itself… If we lose a battle then we feel defeated, sometimes tempted to resign ourselves from the fight and just give up…..

What is the use! The world is going to hell in a hand basket!

 I think that many have come to feel this way when it comes to things such as abortion and so called gay rights….

  They seem to keep winning battle after battle!

What we need to remember, what Luther is striving to remind us of, is that God hath willed His truth to triumph through us!

We may lose some battles but the war has already been won!!

Satan lost the war at the cross!

Jesus heal was bruised but He crushed the enemies head!

Christ rose from the grave! He rose victorious over sin and death! And He has secured that same victory for all of us who have come to believe in Him as well!

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him.

If we could isolate one word out of God’s words that is guaranteed to fell the enemy that word would be JESUS!

In fact, every other word that the bible contains, every verse, every paragraph, every chapter, every book is embodied in Jesus.
John 1:1-4 ( NIV ) 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  
The Word= log'-os
something said (including the thought); by implication a topic (subject of discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or motive; by extension a computation; specifically (with the article in John) the Divine Expression (that is, Christ)
 What are words? They are expressions of the one speaking them!

 Jesus is the very word of God! Jesus is Gods expression of Himself to humanity!

 And the Word is powerful because of whose expression it is….

 How is it that the God-man Jesus fell or defeated the enemy in the wilderness temptation….

With the Word! 

Matthew 4:2-11 ( NIV ) 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 

4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’£”

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:

    “‘He will command his angels concerning you,

    and they will lift you up in their hands,

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’£”

7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’£”

8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.

11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

 The word of God is powerful!
Hebrews 4:12 ( NIV ) 12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
Jesus struck down the enemy with the Word!
 And then Luther breaks into the last stanza…        That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him Who with us sideth:
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.
 Not only do we have the sword of the Spirit-the Word of God but we also have the gifts of God!

 The gifts of the Spirit are powerful in our fight against the enemy.
 They can give us the discernment of the true nature of the battle we face and just what it is we are fighting against and the weapons that we need to be successful….


 Ephesians 6:13-18 ( NIV ) 13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place,  15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  

18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

 Even though we may not be assured of winning every battle that we face we are assured of the ultimate victory! The war has already been won!       Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.
Unlike many of his contemporaries Martin Luther escaped martyrdom, and died of natural causes. His last written words were, "Know that no one can have indulged in the Holy Writers sufficiently, unless he has governed churches for a hundred years with the prophets, such as Elijah and Elisha, John the Baptist, Christ and the apostles... We are beggars: this is true."

 Luther admittedly never came to a perfect knowledge of God… But then neither did the apostle Paul.. 

 Philippians 3:12-14 ( NIV ) 12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
 This morning, are you determined to press on toward that for which Christ Jesus has taken hold of you? To press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called you heavenward in Christ Jesus.

 God has given us all that we need to do just that..
 The theology contained within this one hymn written by Martin Luther is really pretty amazing…
Each Hymn in this hymnal is equally full of theology and the wonderful truth of Jesus….

Plus—each time that we sing them we are praising the God of who they speak.. 

Do you see your God for the mighty fortress that He is this morning? Do you see Him as a bulwark that will never fail you!

If so, will you allow that truth to impact your life—Being all that you can be and doing all that you can do for His Kingdom? 

For are ultimate victory has already been assured—the war has already been won. In the end we are the promised victors.
 If The devil ever brings up you past to try to pull you from Christ just stop and remind him of his future!

