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TITLE: On Eagles Wings

TEXT: Eccl. 1:9; Lam. 3:22-26; Ps. 46:1-3; Is. 40:29-31; Gal. 2:20

INTRODUCTION: Scripture tells us that there is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven. That there is even a time for war and a time for peace. There comes a time when war is the only answer in a world that has fallen to sin, that sometimes God Himself uses war to punish the wicked or chastise His own children if they turn from Him.

  The world that we live in is a perilous place today.

 Many of us here this morning have grown up in the nuclear age; have grown up under the threat of nuclear holocaust.

  I was about 8 years old when the Cuban missile crisis was going on and I can still vividly remember the fear and uncertainty of that time.

 It was a very fearful time for our nation. Missiles capable of carrying nuclear warheads where being stationed just 90 miles off of our shores where they could easily hit cities inside the continental United States.  The Soviet Union was attempting to place them on the island of Cuba in the midst of the cold war.

  Only recently has it come out just how close we actually were to a possible nuclear war.

 I, as many of you, can remember the drills we had at school in case of nuclear attack. Go out into the hallway, squat, bend over with your head between you legs or take similar position under your desk. I really don’t know how much good that would have actually done if someone had dropped a nuclear bomb in your vicinity but it did give you a sense of preparation, of doing something.

 A new industry immerged in the early 1960’s because of this threat---Home bomb shelters…. 
 Many people, at least those who could afford it, actually had them built in their back yards.
    There was a movie a few years ago about that scenario.

 A family had built a bomb shelter and there was a false alarm and the family went underground believing there had been a nuclear war and lived there for 30 years without coming out thinking that someone had actually pushed the button.
  The movie is about a 17 year old boy who had grown up in a bomb shelter totally separated from the world and then comes out in the 1990’s only to discover how much the world had changed in that time.

 We couldn’t afford a bomb shelter but we did have a cave.
 I don’t think I would have liked to have spent more then 5 or 10 minutes down there in it but it was there if needed none the less.

  That was a fearful and uncertain time for most Americans.

 To be honest with you, at that time, I didn’t think that things could ever get any worse. 

 Then before you knew it the crisis in Cuba had ended and things got back to somewhat normal-- although the world remained under that threat of war between the superpowers for decades….

 There have been wars sense that time that America has fought but those wars were always somewhere else. Not very close to home…

The writer of Eccl. says this in….

Eccl. 1:9 (NIV)
9What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.

 How true these words are.
 Once again we find ourselves in a time of fear and uncertainly in this nation.

We have been engaged in two long wars in Iraq and Afghanistan fighting against the threat of terrorism.  
 On November 11th, 2001 a war was waged against us on our own soil by Islamic terrorist when they flew planes into the WTC, the Pentagon, and in a field in rural Pennsylvania.
 Recently we have had our embassies attacked and our diplomatic personnel killed by other Islamic terrorist.
  There have been many other potential attacks, on our own soil, that have been detected and adverted over the last 12 years.
 No doubt other attempts to attack us on our own soil will be made in the future and some very well may be successful.

 9What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.

 As children of the late 50’s and early 60’s we had our air raid drills and bomb shelters and lived under the threat of nuclear holocaust ….After 911 our children were instructed in the use of plastic sheeting and duck tape building shelters above ground to help protect them from possible chemical and biological attack…

 Our generation had to be vaccinated against deadly diseases of our day…Polio, small pox, measles and the like.

 Through those inoculations those diseases had become all but extinct in our society….

 Now once again, our children will most likely have to be vaccinated against many of these same diseases once thought extinct.... 

 Smallpox vaccinations have already been started among some of our population….

9What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again;

there is nothing new under the sun.

  Once again we find ourselves in a time of potential fear and anxiety as a nation…
Our economy has come under attack by a government that has severely overspent and put us in a terrible debt that threatens the very survival of America as we have known it.

 Most economists describe our national debt as unsustainable!

 If things do not drastically change and change very soon in getting serious about reducing our national debt than we may actually see a total financial collapse of our economy making America look more like Greece is today.

 We live with an underlying fear of another potential terrorist attack getting through on our own soil possibly making what happened on 911 look pale in comparison.
 So what is to be our response as a Christian to times of fear and anxiety?

Lam. 3:22 -26 (NIV)
22Because of the LORD’S great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.

 23They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

24
I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion;

therefore I will wait for him.”

25
The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him;

26
it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.

 What tremendous words of hope and comfort and promise and even encouragement for the cloudy days in this life that we each may have to go through.
22Because of the LORD’S great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.

 23They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (O God)
 King David had this assurance and trust in the Lord in the turbulent world of his day…

 It was in his times anxiety and uncertainty, his times of trial and tribulation, which caused him to write words such as these in the Psalms….


Psa. 46:1 -3 (NIV)
1God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give

 Way and the mountains fall into the heart of the 

sea, 3though its waters roar and foam and the 
mountains quake with their surging.
We need not fear because 1God is our refuge and God is our strength! He is an ever-present help in trouble!

 Even when our world seems out of control we can have the calm assurance that our God is still in control.
 That regardless of what happens in the world around us, as Christians, as His children, as a people called unto Himself, God still holds us in the palm of His hand.
Therefore, even though the earth may give way

all around us and even though the mountains fall

into the heart of the sea and even though the 

waters roar and foam and the mountains quake 

with their surging-- we need not fear because God 
is our refuge and God is our strength. God is an 
ever present help to us in all of our times of 
trouble.
Therefore we need not fear!

Isaiah talks about Gods sustaining grace in a pretty neat way…

Isa. 40:29 -31 (NIV)
29He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.

30
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young

men stumble and fall;

31
but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.

They will soar on wings like eagles;

they will run and not grow weary,

they will walk and not be faint.


Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles
Our national symbol is the bald eagle.
 It is a symbol of strength and majesty and beauty and

 power.
 We have been seeing a bald eagle out here coming to the Church recently.  The last two-three weeks he has been perched up in the same tree when we drive by.
 Once about extinct, now they are coming back.
Someone told me that their population is becoming so strong that they may be taken off of the endangered species list..

  There is no greater bird to watch then the bald eagle.

EXAMPLE:  On a trip to Canada with a men’s group several years ago there were some Bald Eagles around the island we were staying on.….One day some of the guys were out chasing one by boat with a camera. 
  We would watched them fish and fly around our island….For as large of a bird as an American eagle is it fly’s and soars so effortlessly, so majestically.
 For all those who place their hope and trust in the Lord….

29He gives strength to the weary and  increases the power of the weak.….. those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

 What a promise in the troubled and anxious times that we live in today…
 That as we grow weary or as we grow anxious with all the turmoil that is going on all around us, as we place our trust and hope in God, He has promised us His strength.

  Even in our weakness, as we place our trust and hope in God, He has promised us His power.

 As we simply place our trust and hope and confidence in the Lord we will soar on wings like eagles.. 

  We will be able to run this race of faith and not grow weary.
We will be able to walk in this fearful and anxious world that we live in and not be faint.

John Claypool, when he was the pastor of the Crescent Hill Baptist Church, had a little daughter who suffered with leukemia. When she went into remission, everybody thought maybe God had healed her. 

 But on an Easter Sunday morning she went into a terrible recurrence. In his book, Tracks of a Fellow Struggler, Claypool relates how for two weeks his daughter was wracked with pain, her eyes swollen shut. She asked him, "Daddy, did you talk to God about my leukemia?"

   He said, "Yes, dear, we've been praying for you."

   She asked, "Did you ask him how long the leukemia would last? What did God say?"

   What do you say to your child when you can't help them, and the heavens seem silent? Emotionally and spiritually he was exhausted. A few hours later, his daughter died. The following Sunday morning, John Claypool got into the pulpit to preach. It was one of the most powerful sermons he had ever delivered. 

   He preached on Isaiah 40:31, "Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint."
   Dr. Claypool said something to the effect, "There are three stages of life. Sometimes we mount up with wings as an eagle and fly. We're on top of the world.
 Sometimes we run, and we don't grow weary. We just go through the routine. 
  Sometimes it's all we can do to walk and not faint, and I need your prayers and your encouragement today."

   At the moment John Claypool was at his lowest, he preached probably his most powerful and influential sermon. Perhaps his greatest contribution came at his darkest hour. He could have said, like the apostle Paul, Gods strength is made perfect, made complete in my weakness----For when I am weak, then I am strong."

 It is in our weakness that God can best reveal His strength!

Those times when we have exhausted all of our strength, all of our resources and have nothing left, no other option but to simply sit back and depend upon God because we have nothing left in ourselves that is sufficient for the trial or tribulation that we are going through..

 It is then that we can claim the promise of Gods strength and sufficiency!

 It is then, and only then, that we will soar on wings like eagles; we will run and not grow weary, we will walk and not be faint.

 Only as we stop trusting in the things of this world and our own abilities and start to trust in God and rely on His abilities will we find ourselves soaring on the wings of the eagle.
 In WW2 six Navy pilots, very well trained, left their aircraft carrier on a scouting mission, searching the seas for enemy submarines believed to be operating in the area.  When they tried to return to the carrier, they could not find their ship.  It seems that while they were gone, the captain had ordered a war-imposed blackout of all lights on the ship.  Over and over the frantic pilots radioed, asking for just one light so they could see to land. 

   The pilots were then told of the blackout and that it could not be lifted even for them. 
 After several appeals and denials of their requests, the ship's radio operator finally turned the switch off to break radio contact.  Rather than risk the lives of thousands on the ship, the pilots were forced to ditch in the cold Atlantic and from there went into eternity. 
  The pilots left the ship thinking they would be able to return. They had placed their hope, confidence and trust , in their abilities and training and they had placed their hope, confidence and trust and in the aircraft that they were flying and the ship that they flew from --but in the end they found that their hope, confidence and trust was misplaced. 

 In the final analysis it wasn’t enough to save them.
 It wasn’t sufficient for their need.
 God is always sufficient for our need.
 God will always be there for us.
His light is always shining and there to give us direction so that we can find our way back home.
  As we place our hope and our trust and our confidence in the Lord, even in our times of trial and tribulation and uncertainty, especially in our times of trial and tribulation and uncertainty, Scripture says that He will give strength to the weary and increase the power of the weak.

…. That those who’s hope is in the LORD

will renew their strength.

They will soar on wings like eagles;

they will run and not grow weary,

they will walk and not be faint.

Play song ---Eagles wings—Michael Crawford

 In these perilous and uncertain times in which we are living, in what and in whom are you placing your hope, your confidence and your trust this morning?

If we want to realize these promises of Scripture that we have talked about this morning, the promise of God’s strength in our times of weakness, The promise of Gods sufficiency in our times of need, The promise of God’s comfort and peace in our times of trial and tribulation, the promise of rising above all the uncertainties of this life and soaring on the wings of the eagle, then we need to embrace and accept the gift of Gods Son.
  We need to come to that place of truly embracing Jesus.
  Not just come to believe in His existence but come to believe IN HIM.
 Come to that place of surrender of our life whereby we place all of our hope and all of our confidence and all of our trust in Him.
 That only will happen one way and that is through surrender and Lordship. --Our surrendering to His Lordship..
 Asking Christ to come into our heart and then giving Him control of our life, actually surrendering our life to Him.
 It is what The Apostle Paul is talking about when he says in…. 

Gal. 2:20 (NIV)
20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
 Have you come to that place of surrender to Christ Jesus this morning? Have you placed all of your hope, trust and confidence in Him? 

Prayer-Invitation

