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TITLE:  Life is like a Computer

TEXT: 2 Corinthians 2: 11; Job 1:1-12; 1 Peter 5:8;  Job 19:25-27,42:12-17; John 10:27-30; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10;
INTRODUCTION: How many of you have a computer at home? Whether a PC or laptop, it doesn’t matter, but a computer of some sort? How many eggheads or cyber-nerds do we have here this morning? Names lovingly given to real computer whiz’s. 

 If you have entered the universe of home computers

you might be able to identify with some of the things that I am going to talk about this morning.

 Pam has accused me in the past of having a mistress that I keep at home in my office. It is my personal computer. That is what the term PC stands for.
Personal Computer! The name itself says it all. 

A PC is a personal computer. If it was intended to be a community or communal computer they would have called it a CC not a PC!

 The name says it all.  And I will have to admit that I am pretty particular, and even sometimes possessive of my PC.  After all it is my personal computer so I feel it is only right that I treat it as such.

 And it is equally understandable why sometimes Pam feels as though my PC is my mistress. There are times when I spend a lot of time with her..
 My mistress got gravely ill one night and I really thought I was going to lose her...Don’t worry, she pulled through and seems to be doing fine now..  But for a while she really had us worried.  Pam was even somewhat concerned for her. And it was through this trail, this ordeal that I went through with her that I came to realize just how much life is like a computer.

 If you have been computing for very long one thing that you have probably learned is that if you expect your computer to treat you right and perform as it is intended to, just like in our relationships in life with other people, we need to treat it right and occasionally do some system maintenance.  

 I am a fanatic on keeping a clean computer. I do regular system and file maintenance, try to keep my files organized and the junk cleaned off of it, make sure it has health care—sufficient anti-virus and anti-spy ware protection...  But just like in life we can do all that we can do in trying to care and protect the ones that we love but sometimes, for no apparent reason they may get sick.

 Let me take a minute to define some Computing terms for you here this morning who may not be all that familiar with computer terminology’s...

   PC = personal computer
Processor= internal organ that runs the computer, its heart.

Hard Dive= where all information is stored, its brain.
   Virus= bad files, computer bugs that can infect a computer and make it sick or if left untreated caneven kill it.
    Worms= an uninvited guest, a program that comes in uninvited and eats away at your computer’s guts.

 Spyware=small programs that attach to your computer’s insides, kind of like busybody parasites,  to let others know where you are going and what you are doing with your PC. They act as spy’s on your computer system.

 If any or all of these things get on your computer you might get a Blue Screen= Bad news—means something is seriously wrong—kind of like hearing that your  test at the doctor didn’t come out to well and your doctor needs to talk with you.
 Crash=  The word that any computer enthusiasts dreads to hear.   Your computer system has just suffered severe cardiac arrest.  Many times proving fatal. Often requiring burial and replacement.
As I was sitting up with my sick computer one night (talking with her doctor at Dell tech support at 4:00 am) I had placed the call at 2:15 am and as I was sitting there listening to elevator music until it came my turn to talk to the computer doctor,  I had the thought that all of these things, Virus’s, worms’ spy ware, blue screens, and even system crashes, are conditions of life as well.
  In fact, all of these things can affect us in our faith and in our relationship with the Lord.
There are spiritual virus’s, worms and spy-ware that can infect the processor’s within us, our heart, and can cause us to blue screen and even crash spiritually.
  Another computer term is hacker. A hacker is someone from the outside that tries to get into the inside of your computer to wreak havoc and destroy it or steal information from it. Hacker’s are often responsible for such things as virus’s, worms, spy ware and identity theft. 
 They create them to steal or destroy. They have no other legitimate purpose.
 There is a spiritual source to the viruses, worms and spy ware that affect us spiritually… A spiritual hacker, if you will. His name is called Satan! 

 2 Corinthians 2: 11 (NIV)—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake,  11in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. 

Folks, we are not to be unaware of Satan’s schemes.
Un-awareness of the enemy has led to the downfall of many people over the centuries. Un-awareness of the enemy has caused a lot of Christians to crash in their walk with the Lord.
 Now, don’t misunderstand what I am saying… We shouldn’t become over occupied or pre-occupied with concern about the devil as a Christian.
 Christ has secured the victory over Satan for us. Satan is already a defeated foe. Jesus defeated him once and for all at Calgary’s cross..
Through Christ and His indwelling presence in our life we have laid hold of that victory that Jesus has secured.
 Scripture assures us that greater is He who is in us then he who is in the world!

 We are not to be pre or overly occupied with the devil but we are to be aware of his schemes because he is our enemy.
 And we can get all of the information that we need to be aware the devil’s schemes within Gods Word.
Possibly, there is no better place to get a pre-view of Satan’s schemes and a true picture of his character then in the book of Job.

The book of Job has a lot to tell us about the schemes and motivations of Satan…

 The book of Job starts our pretty simply…

Job 1:1 (NIV) 1In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 

There are four statements made about Job here that really tell us all we need to know about the man…
 He was blameless, he was upright, he feared God and he shunned evil..
Let’s take a minute to look at these words used to describe Job…

Blameless….KJV uses perfect….

tawm
 complete; usually (morally) pious; perfect,   undefiled, 
Upright… 

yaw-shawr'
 straight (literally or figuratively):— just, + right (-eous), straight, (most) upright (-ly, -ness).

He feared God…

yaw-ray'
fearing; morally reverent

And he shunned evil…

sûr śûr
soor, soor
to turn off (literally or figuratively):— decline, depart, put (away, down), take (off), turn from, withdraw, be without.
WOW! What a résumé! 
 Job was a man who was complete in the moral sense! He was blameless before God!

He was upright.  He walked the walk as well as talked the talk.
 He feared God. He was reverent of God. He held God in reverence by the chaste life that he lived.
 He was a man who shunned evil. He was turned off by it. He departed from it, turned aside from it..
 In short Job was a man that had it all together. Both in life and in his relationship with God.
 Job was the Billy Graham of the land of Uz!

 The next 5 verses tell us about Jobs position in life.

 He was prosperous, successful, well respected, had a large loving family…7 sons and 3 daughters and he Had a wonderful relationship with God.  Job had it all.  

Then we come to verse 6…The scene changes from the land of Uz to the throne room of heaven….

Job 1:6 (NIV) 6One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them.  7The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.” 8Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” 9“Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied.  10“Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? 
You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.  11But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 12The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.

Now there are several things that we could glean from these passages of scripture but I just want to focus on what we can learn about the Devil here.

#1. For the present time, evidently Satan still has access to Heaven.. He can drop in, if you will….

6One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them. 

#2.  7The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.”

Now God is all knowing so He knew where Satan had been and what he had been up to.. But the answer that Satan gives tells us a couple things.
 First, just how far Satan has fallen…. As Lucifer, the one who used to roam the universe, created to bring its splendor and glory back to God, now as a fallen angel, Satan, is reduced to rooming the earth.

And secondly, and more importantly, it is revealed to us what his roaming back and forth upon the earth is all about… He is looking for someone to accuse before God..
1 Peter 5:8 (NIV) 8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
Satan continually roams this earth for the sole purpose of seeking someone that he can devour.
He is described as a roaring lion. When a lion roars it is about to attack and devour it’s pray…. A lion will not roar when just out for a walk or even while stocking it’s pray…

It roars when it is about to pounce on it’s pray. When it is hungry and finds something to devour..
How can it help us to know this scheme of the enemy?

Because if we know that the lion is out there on the prowl we can take the necessary precautions.
In Africa, people don’t get devoured by a lion when they are aware that it is a possibility because they are always watchful of that potential…. The people that most often get devoured by Lions in Africa are people who walk around as if they didn’t exist-- Totally unaware of the possibility of attack. Or people who know that they are out there but become careless or apathetic about their presence.
The people that fall to Satan’s schemes and end up being devoured by him are usually the ones who #1 don’t believe that he exists or #2 have become so apathetic about his existence that they consider him as a benign force, if they think about him at all, and by so doing they  put themselves in danger of attack.
Another thing that these verses in Job tell us is that Satan has his limitation when it comes to a man or woman of God.
 Satan couldn’t touch Job because of Gods protective hand that was over Job… The only way that Job could be attacked by the enemy was if God allowed it. God first had to lift His hedge of protection.
The book of Job remains a mystery in a lot of ways. Why would God give into Satan’s wiles and lift His protective hand from Jobs life so that the enemy could get through and wreak such havoc and destruction upon this devoted man of God?

We may never know for sure this side of eternity why God allowed this calamity to come upon His servant Job for no apparent reason…

 The best that we can do is to speculate…

We have a personal testimony here that is possibly the greatest testimony ever told of a man who put his entire faith in God… A faith that was not dependent upon the circumstances of the day but a faith that proved to be sincere even as it was passing through the fire.
 Job suffered greatly but he never lost his faith in God.

In the middle of his anguish Job says this:

Job 19:25-27 (NIV) 
25 (NIV)  I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 
26  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 
27  I myself will see him with my own eyes--I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 

 Jobs faith in God was greater than the adversities he was suffering

 Satan had struck Job’s life with a deadly virus but it didn’t cause a crash or a “blue screen” in Job’s life.

 Job goes on to see victory as God eventually ran the needed anti-virus software within Job that scrubbed the hard drive of his life and gave him a clean bill of health.

 Job 42:12-17 (NIV) 
12 (NIV)  The LORD blessed the latter part of Job's life more than the first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. (Double what he had before)
13  And he also had seven sons and three daughters. 
15  Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as Job's daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance along with their brothers. 
16  After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth generation. 
17  And so he died, old and full of years. 

 Sometimes a computer can become so invested by bugs and viruses that the machine just one day dies—the dreaded blue screen of death…Even the best anti-virus software won’t work because there is no way to deliver it into the computers system…

  Now there is still hope though….You can sent it back to its creator and he can insert a new mother board and new hard drive into the computer to bring it back to life—possibly even better than before because now a better motherboard and a larger hard drive is now available. And the new condition of your computer is even better than it was a first.

That is what kind of happened in Job’s life.  The LORD blessed the latter part of Job's life more than the first.

 And Satan learned a lesson also….You can’t take out of God’s hands what is His!
John 10:27-30 (NIV) 27 (NIV)  My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
28  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 
29  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 
30  I and the Father are one."

 Like Job, for reasons that only God knows, sometimes He seems to let the enemies attacks come through at times….But never for destruction but to benefit us or others in some way….

  A tree that is never stressed is not a healthy tree. You can plant a tree in a protected area where the winds and storms never get to it and plant the same kind of tree out in the open where it gets buffeted by the wind and storm and that tree will always be the healthier of the two.

 Why? Because it takes the stress of the wind and storm to send its roots down deep into the soil to stabilize and make strong the tree.

 A protected tree has a much more shallow root system and subject to easier destruction from storm, disease and insect infestation.

You can be assured that the faith of Job was even greater after the adversities in his life…His roots of faith grew even deeper.

 The Apostle Paul found the same to be true in his life.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NIV)  7 (NIV)  To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 
8  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 
9  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 
10  That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

 Going through a difficult time in your life today?

Praise God for it because of what He can and will do in your life through that difficulty. Allow it to deepen the roots of your faith making your life a stronger force in this world for the Lord. Know that full and complete restoration is one day coming. Either in this life or in the next --but it is coming…Allowing God to reveal His strength within our weaknesses is a powerful thing! It creates a powerful life witness! 

So how is your PC health this morning? Your “Personal Christian” health?

 Are you daily allowing God to run His anti-virus software of the Holy Spirit in your life keeping your heart clean of all the spiritual bugs and viruses that Satan is spewing out into our world to wreak havoc and destruction? 

 When the PC of your life seems to be damaged beyond repair have you taken it to its creator for total and complete restoration?
 He can and will restore it to an even better state!

One that comes with a lifetime guarantee!

Proverbs 3:5-65 Trust in the Lord with all your heart
    and lean not on your own understanding;
6 in all your ways submit to him,
    and he will make your paths straight.

