Her initial customers gave her creations
high marks, but the bakery business built
slowly, her mother remembers. “There were
days when she made $10,” Christine Cowles
says. Still, Michaila was determined, and
any profits went back into the endeavor.
“Every time she made money, she would
buy another spoon or cake pan.”

Michaila got creative when it came to
bringing in new equipment for the kitchen.
When she found out a family friend had a

large restaurant-grade stove he no longer
needed, she talked her way into acquiring
it. Earlier this year, when it came time to
expand the restaurant’s offerings, she bar-
tered for a dishwasher.

Today, Michaila holds a culinary degree
from Johnson & Wales University, and is
among the school’s youngest graduates.
She will return in the fall to study baking
and pastry arts. While in school, she spends
Monday through Thursday at the univer-
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