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TITLE:  A Temple or a Shack? 
TEXT: 1st Co. 6:19-20; Heb. 9:3-4; 1st Co. 6:9-18;

           Ephe. 4:30-32; Heb. 6:4-6

INTRODUCTION:  If you were asked the question; what is the difference between a temple and a shack, what would be your answer?   

This is how Daniel Webster defines the difference.....

TEMPLE=  a building for worship or for a special purpose.

SHACK= Shanty or small crude house

 I envision a Temple as a place to worship God, a place of real beauty, a place of splendor and Glory..

 I envision a shack as a messy little building that is full of junk and clutter....Kind of like my garage or office at times but only worse! 
 Let me ask you another question?  If you had the choice, which would you rather live in? A Temple or a shack?
 I Think Most of us would rather live in a temple.

John 14:2 - 3 (KJV) 2In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
 There was an older black lady who really loved this verse of Scripture. One day at Church the pastor was teaching on this verse from the NIV version of the Bible. Which says it a little differently….

2In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
At this the lady said that isn’t right pastor! 

Jesus didn’t promise me us no rooms! I have lived in rooms all of my life and many have been small and cramped rooms, even ugly rooms!
 When I go to be with Jesus my Bible says He has a mansion waiting for me!

A temple and a shack are complete opposites in definition…
 So, where do you suppose God would choose to reside, in a Temple or in a shack?  

1Cor 6:19 (NIV) Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 

20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

  If you are a Christian, if you have accepted Christ into your life then you have become a temple, a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit of God!  God has taken up residence within you…
Carefully notice what Scripture says here…
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? 
 If we are a Christian the question isn't,"will we be a place for the Holy Spirit to dwell, the question is: what kind of dwelling place will we be?
 From the moment we accept Christ our body becomes a temple of the Holy Spirit, He is in us, we have received Him from God? 

When we come to Christ for the forgiveness of our sins and ask Him to come into our heart and be the Lord and Savior of our life, the question isn't will we be a place for the Holy Spirit of God to dwell but what kind dwelling will we be for Him?

 Will we be a temple or will we be a shack?

 God has called us to be a Temple for the Holy Spirit!

 To better understand just what that means I think it’s helpful to look at the O.T. example of the temple or tabernacle...

   Example:

Outer court= people come with sacrifice

Holy Place= Priest would perform their day to day duties.

Most Holy Place=Which represented the place where God dwelt....

Hebr 9:3 (NIV) Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 

4 which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 

This is important because it tell us what a temple is to contain.
Notice what is in the Most Holy Place, the inner room or sanctuary...

 It contains....

The ark of the covenant...Representing the presence of God.

The Gold Jar of manna..represented the miracles  and promises and sustaining grace of God.
 Arrons rod that budded..represented the power of God...

 The tablets of stone...represented the law and purity and righteousness of God.
 Folks we are temples of the Holy Spirit!
 When Christ indwells our hearts we become the Ark of the Covenant! The Holy Spirit within us becomes Gods seal of His covenant relationship with us!

As a Temple of the Holy Spirit we become a place that contains the presence and promise and miracles and Grace and power and law, and purity and righteousness of God!

God has called us to be a Temple! A place of Worship! A place that is fitting for His Holy Spirit to reside.
1Cor 6:19 (NIV) Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 

20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

   In writing this letter to the Corinthian Church Paul is specifically dealing with a moral laxity that had developed within many in the Church--A Church that had separated themselves from the absolute standard of His Word.
  He is speaking to a Church that had compromised their faith and had bought into the philosophy of the world...If it feels good do it!  Surely God will understand why I do this. I am only human after all.
  He could just as well have been addressing us today--And in fact He is!!

 Let’s read the verse that precedes this proclamation about our bodies being temples of the Holy Spirit....

1Cor 6:9 (NIV) Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

 Paul starts out with a fact, an absolute truth from the word of God!.
The wicked, those who practice unrighteousness, will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

 We can say that we are Christian until we are blue in the face but unless we bear the fruit of being a Christian, unless we exemplify Jesus Christ in our life, we will never enter the Kingdom of God!

Do not be deceived: 

Don't let anyone tell you any differently because it is not true!

 Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
 Paul is addressing them in the areas that some had compromised themselves.
  Those who practice sexual immorality --fornication-any sexual relations outside the covenant relationship of marriage will not enter the Kingdom of God!

  Idolaters, those who place other things of higher importance in their life then God, will never enter His kingdom!
 Thieves, those who take what is not theirs, will not enter the Kingdom of God!

The Greedy, those who put their confidence in the things, the riches of this world, hoarding it up for themselves, will never enter into the Kingdom of God.
  Drunkards and slanderers will not enter the Kingdom of God.
 Scripture says, don't be deceived! Don't let anyone convince you differently!

There are deceivers in our world today...

If it feels good do it!

It's ok--..God would never send anyone to hell

(He doesn't! Hell is a choice we make)

Paul goes on....

 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

When Christ comes into our life He doesn't just save us from past sin but He offers us complete salvation in that He places His Spirit in our life to give us the ability to go and sin no more as we simply yield to the leading of His Spirit within us.
  When we accept Christ into our heart He washes us as white as snow and gives us what is necessary for us to stay that way....His Holy Spirit!
 But we have to choose if we are going to live according to what the Spirit desires or not.
13 The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 

15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 

16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, "The two will become one flesh." 

17 But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 

18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 

If you are a Christian, here is the way that it works....

 You have been united with Christ!

 You are a Temple of the Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit lives within you!
  He doesn't jump in and out of us like a jack in the box!

  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? 
He who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 

 As a Christian, if we are involved in sexual immorality of any kind we take Jesus into it with us.
 If we steal, cheat or swindle  the Holy Spirit is right there with us.
  When we become bitter, enraged, hateful...We drag The Holy Spirit through our bitterness, anger and rage..
 When we willfully sin as a Christian Scripture says that it grieves the Spirit of Christ that is within us…
Ephe 4:30 (NIV) And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 

31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 
32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 
 Whenever we willfully sin after we have experienced the saving Grace of God in our lives, after we become a temple where the Holy Spirit resides, we grieve the Holy Spirit of God within us...

Grieve:

3076 lupeo {loo-peh'-o}

1) to make sorrowful

2) to affect with sadness, cause grief, to throw into sorrow
     If whenever we faced a temptation to sin we would just picture the reality of Jesus standing right there beside us we would probably never sin again! 

  Well Guess what? He is right there beside us! In fact, He is even closer than that! He is within us! He dwells in the tabernacle of our hearts!
 And it grieves Him when we sin, when we defile the temple that He has indwelt!

 Church, Willfully sinning, bringing grief upon the Holy Spirit that resides in our hearts is a serious thing! 

Scripture tells us the seriousness of known and condoned sin in the life of a Believer..
Hebr 6:4 (NIV) It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 

5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, 

6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 
Church, Jesus suffered enough when He went to the cross to die for your an my sin the first time!
 How can we, as Christians, crucify Christ anew by willfully sinning after we have received the fullness of His saving grace upon our life.
 Ray Boltz has a very powerful song called "feel the Nails" that I would like to play this morning. Listen to the words and allow them to penetrate your heart this morning. Play song
   What kind of place is it that we are providing for Jesus to dwell...A Shack, cluttered and still full of all the old junk of an unsanctified life....
   Or are we striving to provide a Temple for Him to dwell in? A place of true and pure worship?
 A place that has been and is being renewed and renovated into a glorious house that is truly fit for the Lord to inhabit?

J. Wilbur Chapman. Once  said, "My life is governed by this rule: Anything that dims my vision of Christ or takes away my taste for Bible study or cramps my prayer life or makes Christian work difficult is wrong for me, and I must, as a Christian, turn away from it." 

Lord...

Do you still feel the nails every time I fail?

Have I crucified you Jesus with my sin?

I'm tired of playing games

I really want to change, 

I never want to hurt you again.

 Is that the desire of your and my heart this morning....

 To stop playing games...To stop doing things that hurt and grieve the Spirit of Christ that resides within us. 
  Is it our desire to really change, to allow God to mold and fashion us into the men and women of God that He so desperately wants us to become?
  Is it our desire to become a Temple that is fit for a King, and not just a King but the King of all Kings and the Lord of all Lords?

 A Temple that is fit for Jesus to reside in.
 He has supplied us with everything that we need to do just that but the choice remains with us….

 What will you choose to do this morning?
Pray-Invitation

