"THE REALNESS OF FAITH"
GOODMORNING MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS...
LET US PRAY...
HOPE ALL FATHERS HAD A WONDERFUL DAY IN JESUS!!

THE THEME OF THE CONVENTION...TOGETHER TOWARDS TOMORROW.

BELOVED, I DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU BUT WHEN I CONSIDER THE MANY PEOPLE THAT HAVE WALKED THIS EARTH, THERE HAVE BEEN MANY THAT HAVE LEFT BEHIND A LEGACY, AND IMPRINT OR A RADICAL AND DRAMATIC CHANGE IN THE COURSE OF HUMAN LIFE! MANY HAVE IMPACTED THE LIVES OF OTHERS THAT OFTEN TIMES PEOPLE CHANGE ALONG WITH THEIR CHARACTER THEIR WAY OF THINKING AND EVEN THEIR PATTERN OF LIFE IS ALTERED.
IN THE SECULAR WORLD PEOPLE LIKE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, EINSTIEN, EDISON, MARTIN LUTHER KING, THE WRIGHT BROTHERS, MARCO POLO, MOTHER TERESA, ALL THESE LEFT A STAMP IN THE WORLD AND THEIR INSPIRATION TO OTHERS!!
HOWEVER.....

WHEN I READ SCRIPTURES AND THE NAMES OF SOME OF THE ELDERS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT SUCH AS... ABEL, ENOCH, NOAH, ABRAHAM, SARA, ISAAC,JOSEPH, MOSES, RAHAB, GEDEON, BARAK, SAMSON, JEPHTHAE, DAVID, SAMUEL etc. 
TOO MANY TO MENTION ALL..YET THEY ALL HAD SOMETHING IN COMMON THAT IS STILL IMPACTING THE LIVES OF MEN AND WOMEN EVEN TO TODAY...AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO INTO THE FUTURE....
ANYONE KNOW? Let's Look at what the Bible has to say....
SCRIPTURE READING...HEBREWS..11:1-40  11 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good report. 3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. 4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. 5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10 for he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.28 Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions.34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.
39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: 40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.

The things that they shared in common...

1.  They all died in faith,

2.   They never received the promise

3.  They all saw the promises afar off

4.  They were all fully persuaded

5.  They all embraced the promises

6.  They all confessed they were stranger and pilgrims

7.  They all sought out a certain country

8.  They all obtained a good report.  

How did they do it....BY FAITH AND THROUGH FAITH!!
TOPIC FOR TODAY... "THE REALNESS OF FAITH"
INTRODUCTION
1. What is faith?  What does it mean to believe...?

   a. Some Christians think it means blind acceptance:  "You've just got to believe."

   b. Some skeptics agree:  "Faith is believing in something without

      good reasons to do so."      

2. Beloved, Both are mistaken; such ignorance of The Realness of faith leads to... two things....
   a. Shallowness of faith among Christians

   b. Prejudice against faith among skeptics

[To avoid misunderstanding the realness of faith, especially the realness of Christian faith, I pray we hear the Holy Spirit this 

morning!

I. THE REALNESS OF FAITH
   A. THE BIBLICAL DEFINITION OF FAITH...

      1. As defined by Easton's Bible Dictionary:

a. Faith is in general the persuasion of the mind that a certain

statement is true.!!
      b. But its primary idea or thrust is trust.
      2. It is having a strong conviction or trust in something.
         a. "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for..." - He 11:1
         b. "...being convinced of what we do not see." 

      3. For example:  you have faith that your parents are indeed your

         parents!!!
         But how do you know? Can you be sure? 

         Do you have any idea of how many babies are mistakenly swapped

         or had a wrong name placed on the baby!!!

         Has anyone here ever done a paternity test or a DNA-Test 
         to see who they say they are...or are in fact your parents!!!

         A Birth Certificate may have the wrong info on it or it may 

         have been forged!!  Huh!!

         There have been many many cases of fraud and babies have been 

         raised by someone other than their real parents!!!

         But we believe it....by faith!!
         a. Based upon your confidence in the reliability of their word

         b. Such conviction or trust prompts you to respond accordingly

      4. We have such faith (trust, conviction) in many other things

         a. We believe in George Washington as a person of history

         b. We believe in commercial aviation as a safe way to travel
           Really??? In today's World!! 
        Faith is trust or conviction in something or someone
   B. THE EVIDENTIARY REALNESS OF FAITH...

      1. Many people believe that faith is something blind ("you just

         gotta believe")

         a. Yes, faith can be a conviction in "things unseen" - He 11:1
         b. Yes, we can "walk by faith, not by sight" - 2Co 5:7
      2. But there can be sound reasons (i.e., evidence) for believing

         in what you cannot "see"

         a. Just as you believe in George Washington, though you have

            never seen him

         b. Just as you believe in who your parents are, though you

            can't remember who was there at your birth

      3. Other people believe that faith is a special gift from 
         God only for a select few.
         a. In one sense faith is indeed a "gift" from God - cf.
 by 
Ep 2:8..  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
Ro 12:3.. 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 

         b. But while faith owes its ultimate source to God, it is

            available to all

         c. For God desires all men to be saved - 
1Ti 2:3-6.. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus

         d. He desires that which produces saving faith to 
            be proclaimed to all. 
Ro 1:16;.. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
RO 16:25-26..  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26 but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations,
      4. The fact is that faith comes from evidence, provided by God

         Himself!

         a. Evidence of His existence in the universe.

Psa 19:1-3;.. The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork. 2 Day unto day utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech nor language Where their voice is not heard. 

Ro 1:19-20.. 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
         b. Evidence of signs and wonders so we might believe in 
            His Son 
Jn 5:36; .. 36 But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me. 

10:37-38; 37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” 

14:10-11; 10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.
20:30-31  30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

-- Faith in the Bible is not 'blind faith', it is trust based on

evidence!
[The evidence realness of faith becomes clearer as we consider...]

II. THE REALNESS OF CHRISTIAN FAITH
   A. A RATIONAL, INTELLIGENT FAITH...

      1. God expects us to use our minds - 
Mt 22:36-38; Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 

Jn 8:32.... 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

         a. We do not have to commit 'intellectual suicide' in order to

            have faith

         b. I am grateful, for "My heart cannot rejoice in what my mind
            rejects!"
         c. Indeed, I believe a weak faith is the result 
          of the heart trying to believe what the 
          mind rejects !!!
      2. Does this mean we can have 100% proof?
  No, but the problem is ....in many areas of our lives....
         a. We often commit 100% with less than 100% proof

         b. As when flying on an airplane (no 100% guarantee, but we

            commit 100% anyway)

         c. Because the safety of commercial aviation makes it a

            rational, intelligent decision.
sometimes we think to ourselves nothing can go wrong with this plane!!!

      3. So the question becomes: 
"Is there enough evidence to warrant

making a 100% commitment to Christ?"
I believe there is...

         a. Certainly enough to commit myself 100% for Him, rather than

            be 100% against Him!

         b. There is no other alternative - Beloved listen up....!!!!
Mt 12:30  He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.
c. Jesus is like an airplane; either we get on board totally,or we get left behind!
The Christian faith is based on making a rational, intelligent

decision
   B. A HISTORICAL, REALNESS FAITH...

      1. Christianity appeals to history, and the facts of history

      2. "The facts backing the Christian claim are not a special kind

         of 'religious' fact.  They are the cognitive, informational

         facts upon which all historical, legal, and ordinary decisions

         are based." 

      3. E.g., notice the historical reference to time, places, people

         and events - 
Lk 2:1-5;  And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
      4. Thus it is not a faith based on philosophy, myths, or legends

The Christian faith is based on facts of history
   C. AN OBJECTIVE FAITH...

      1. Faith (trust) in an Person:  Jesus of Nazareth

         a. Faith in who HE IS :  The Christ, the Son of God

         b. Faith in what He did:  He rose from the dead on the third

            day

      2. It does make a difference what we believe

a. lISTEN BELOVED.....The old cliché "It doesn't matter what you believe, as long as you believe in something" is 
inconsistent with Christian faith!!
         b. It is not faith in of itself that is important

         c. But in Whom (the object) our faith is based - 
Jn 8:24; Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
Ro 10:9   that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
      -- The Christian faith is trust or conviction in a Person (Jesus)
   D. AN EVIDENTIARY FAITH...
      1. A faith (conviction, trust) based on evidence

      2. Evidence such as eyewitness testimony - 
Ac 10:39-41; 39 And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree. 40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us 

13:31;  He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him 
        from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people.
1Jn 1:1-4; That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life—2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness
2Pe 1:16-18
         a. The same sort of evidence used in a court of law

         b. Basing convictions on the credibility of witnesses

      3. Evidence such as fulfilled prophecy - 
Ac 17:2-3; That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life—2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witnes
18:28; 28 for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.

26:22-23  Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying no other things than those which the prophets and Moses said would come—23 that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would …
         a. Based on the improbability of over 300 fulfilled prophecies

            being coincidence

         b. When just 8 prophecies and their fulfillment are considered,

            the likelihood of coincidence is 1 in 10 to the 17th power;

            with just 48 prophecies the probability is 1 in 10 to the

            157th power - virtually impossible!

      -- The Christian faith is based on such evidence!
CONCLUSION
1. We have seen that the REALNESS of faith, in particular the Christian

   faith, is...

   a. Trust that is intelligent and rational

   b. Trust in a person of history, Jesus of Nazareth

   c. Trust in who He is, what He did

   d. Trust based on unequivocal and reasonable evidence

2. Faith (trust) does lead to believing in things not seen...

   a. Such as God who is invisible - 
Jn 1:18; 18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

1Jn 4:12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 
   b. Such as promises we hope to receive (resurrection, eternal life)

Ro 8:24...  For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?
But such faith is not blind credulity.  There is solid evidence for such faith, which in turn leads us to trust in things not seen.  Only those ignorant of the evidence ridicule faith, or find themselves wavering in their own faith.  Examine the evidence, and believe...!
